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ALK about these belng
roller polo games,’
Robldoux of the G, A
company, acornfully

saw the other day In
Omaha papers that these polo games being
played at the Auditorium were the Nrat
thing of the kind ever done in Omaha. It's
queer how people forget. Back in 1585 and
1586 wo had the grontest sort of polo games,
with a good many of the most prominent

one

men in the city rooting for Omaha 17
vou could have seen Charlle Gulou and
the rest of the bunch getiing crasy over

at Council Bluffs once—they had two goals
to nothing on us and we were desperate,
but we won the game; 1If you could have
seen and heard that crowd when we beat
Council Bluffs out, you would have never
thought it poasible for an Omaha paper

to say thera had never been any polo In
Omaha before.”
The mob which congregoates nightiy at

the Auditorium and alternately falls over
{tself and whirre gracefully around the
arenn, seems to Indleate that the old times
of twenty years ngo are returning, Of
course the fad and fashlon Isx circultous

and what has once been the fad and the
rage and the popular thing Is quite sure to
ba the fad and the rage and the popular

thing of some future day. 8o It would
appear to be with skates, Omaha had the
roller skate habit very badly twently years
ago and now It seems to be slckening for
another attack of the giddy malady.
—
First of the Kind In Omaha.

The first roller skating dona in Omaha
was in 1581, It seems hardly possible that
there should be people in Omaha yet living
who remember the historle time and the
old-fashioned ocustoms which prevalled at
the rink on the third flogor of the Crounse
block at Sixteenth and Capitol avenue,
Within that small arena the clatter of
the ball-bearingless wheels and the bang
and orash of the cranlums as they bounded
on the hard pine floor must have beon
deafening. The sport had caught on, and
the attendance seemed to warrant a fnit-
ting to a broader fleld. Bo the skates and
the ofl cane and the chalk dust wera re-
moved to 138 Douglns street, This rink
seemed really fine after thoe first whirling

Revival of the Roller

place, but It was not really =o fine, for the
floor was of hard yellow plae, which was
rough to the skate wheels and the dorsal
fin The soft streaks In the boards wore
out and left the resinous paraiisls, which
made It skate llke the street cars on Thir-
teenth street, where they liob and bow at
croesing the rallway track
—hr
Its Most Glorions Dars,

The real Imperial era of roller skating,
however, came when Joseph Elllott bulit
the rink on Capitol avenue, above Eight-
eeanth, It was the pride of the city and
the gathering place of nightly, throngs
Here Mourished the masquerade and tha
polo game and all the manifestations of
civillzed sport. Here the band played syery
evening while the youth and beauty of thae

clity—usually a4 yotith and a beauty to-
gother—ralled about with easy grace in
time to the cadence of the musie. Not
alone the youthful skated, If we may be-

liave the old patriote, but the more eideriy
who had retajined enough of young supple-
ness In thelr joints to arise sueccessfully
after & wreck were also eager attendants
At the rink.

Thin was the nightly custom of that
period for some years, until about 1588,
when a bunch that knew not Jo#eph or

of the established customs began to
sturt other diverslons than the skating
rink. Thea end did not come like walking
off the platform in the dark. People grad-
unlly becume iInterasted in business and
dancing and the bleytle and after awhlle It
became notleeable that they were hardly
ever seen at the rink more than five nighta
a week., Then #t was four, then Ihree;
then the rink was deseried save for a few
kids that didn’t care for the style, and
& few other peopie who ought to have
known better, but who Were not in touch
with publte opinien. When the beautiful
maple floor whigh had beeh. lald with such
rejoloing In 1884 came to b tovered thickly
with n venter of dust through which the
thousand-legged worm made a trall lke
the pleture of a rallroad In the geog-
raphies—then came the Omaha Guards,
They were the next habit of Omahs. They
renited the rink and made it Into an ar-

any

mory, They put rugs on the floor and
moved In easy chalrs and put thelr fine
littls brass cannon out In front of the

Tersely Told Tales,

Retort Graclous,
NORTH CAROLINA lawyer was
trylng a case before a jury, belng
counsel for the prisoner, a man
chiurged with muking “mountaln
dew." The Judge was very hard
on him and the jury brought In a verdict
The lawyer moved for a new
trinl. The judge depled the motion, and re-
mitked: "““The court and the jury think
the prisoner u knave and & fool.” After a
moment's sllence the lawyer answered:
“The prisoner wishes me to say that he
Is perfectly satisfied he has been tried by
n court and a Jury of his peers.'—Noew
York Tribune.
Lessons from the Lawly.

“Hall Caine, the last time he was in Phil-
adelphia, spent the evening with me at the
University club,” sald a Philadeliphin jour-
nallst, “"His conversation was very bril-
Hant, "It was very siriking.

“"Hall Calne sald that we could learn a
lerson from a cvonviet. On that point he
told me & true story.

“A bishop, riding In his carriage on the
Isle of Man, came t0 a convict in his
striped clothes, breaking stones on the road

“The bishop talked to the convict & little
while, giving him #ome advice and encour-
Agement. Then as he got ready to drive
o he sald with a4 smlile and o sigh:

"“YAh, my man, T wish I could break up
the wtony hearts of my people as you breuk
these rocks on the highway.'

“From his lowly attitude the conviet
looked up at the proud bishop In his mag-
nifeent equipage.

“'Perhaps, sir,’ he sald, ‘you don't work
on your knees.' "—8an Antonlo Express

One Irl.:h State,

The Gorman bLanker of Church street
loves to (ell the story of the two Irishmen
who dincussad the "natlonality of the
American stkles, Sald Pat: "Falth an’
ba Jabers, If this grate counthry sin't
ovarrun wid th' Irish, an’ yit out o° thalrty-

two states In th' unlon not wan has an
Irieh name.”" “Bure an' yer wrong,” re-
plled Mike. “What's the matter wid O Re-
gon?'—-New York Preas

Wonld Want a Harp Then,
The craze for giving and accepling cou-
pans for purchases of merchandise, o be
rodeomed by prikes, was given o more or
ess merited rebuke by Mr, Nat C. Good-
win After buylng = bill of goods Lhe
talesman offered him the coupons that the

smount of the purchase called for. Mr.
ioodwin shook his head

T don't want “em.” he sald

“You had better take them, sir," per
sted the oclerk. ""We redeem them with

ery handsome prizes. 1If you can save up
00 coupons we give a grand plano.”

‘Bay, lock here,” replled Mr. Goodwin,
i1 ever drank encugh of your whisky

r osmoked enough of your clgars to gel

% of those coupons 1 wouldn't want &
ano, 1'd wanst a harp.,”"—New York Her-
- 1d
e
Talked Shep,
A group of young men, any of them

oMolale in the governmont wervice, recenily
metl in the smoking room of & Washington
club houss. At the suggestion of one of
the party It was agreed that the obe Arst

Both Grim and Gay

“talking shop'" should be fMined $1; but the
evening passed and no fined had been Im-
posed.

Willls 1. Moore, chief of the weather
buresau, overcoat on and hat in hand, arose
at last to go.

“Good evening,”' he sald

“Hold on there; & dollar, please! shouted
several in unison.

Mr. Moore straightened back as though
ha had been hit a blow, looked puszzled,
then grinned, and, without a word, fished
out the dollar.—Baturday Evening Post

—
Her Leanon from the Sermon,

A clergyman glves some pertinent In-
stances of the unexpected Lo be met with
In preaching, "'At my time of life 1 ocught
not toe be stunned by anything, but one
day after scrvice a good woman of my
fNock did manage to tike my breath away
1 was preaching about God's wisdom In
caring for us all and .1 sald that the
Father knows best which of us grows het-
ter In the sunlight and which must have
the shade. You know you plant roses in
the sun and the hellotropes and geraniums,
too; but If you put fuchslas to grow you
must put them in a shady nook.

“1 hoped tho sermon would be a com-
forting one and after It Was over a4 waman
came to me, her face glowing with pleasure
which was evidently deep and true. ‘Oh,
doctor, I am s0 glud of that sermon,” sald
she, clasping my hand and shaking it
warmly. My heart warmed ws 1 wondered
what tender place 1 had touched In her
soul: but my joy lusted for o moment only.
“Yes,' whe went on, fervently, 'l never knew
before what was the matter with my fuch
slus.' "<~London Intetlor.

- _i_
Promised to Be Good.

A well known prescher recently spoke at
i religious servies In prison. He notleed
that ene of the convicta s¢emod extraor-
dinarily impressed. After the service he
sought him out and continued the good
work by remarking: My dear sir; I hope
vou will profit by my remarks just
and become a new man.''
was the reply “In faect, 1 promise
that T will never commit another crime,
but will leud an exemplary life to my dying
doy.” "Good," sald the dominle, “"but are
you sure that you will b able to Keep the
promise?” 0O, yes:" was the cheerful re-
ply. “I'm In prison for e —New York
Tribune

now
“Indeed, | wiil"
yira

———
Power of Bloguence,

"“The late Jimmy Michael,"” sald «
cagoun, “mel me sbroad last autumn, amd
wa lalked together about a young Welsh
aorntor who was arousing almost incredible
emotions among the Welsh people with his
prenching,

"1 neaver heard this
Michasl, 'but I have heard men ke him
The enthuslasm they creatls s almost oo
powerful, [ once lstened 1o & pussonate
address on charity that one of those In-
apired orators made, and at the sddress’
end an old woman with whom | wans alightly
acgqualnted turned and borrowed ¥ from ma
o put in tha poar ocoallection

“*1 let her have the money, and, as |t
turned out afterward, ahe forgot both 1o
put 1t in the plats sod 19 repay IL"—Chi-
cago Jourpal

Chi

man preach,’ suld

GROUP OF OMAHA BOCIETY WOMEN ON ROLLERS,

door,

Skating Craze---

But thut was the end of roller skat-
Ing. After the guards left the rink wuas
used to hold paucking boxes and at ita finlsh
it berame the
succeeded In burning it after several trials.
They were never brought to trind,

THE OMAHA ILLUBTRATED BEE.

MRS CUSCADEN, CHAMPION SBKATER

SPROFERSOR" ANMND REQINNER PITT CUTE A FIGURE RIOHT.

woman certainly was & vislon with a most
handsome dress which attracted no end of
attentlon, Everywhers that people turned
their eves they thought of the handsomely
gowned Mrs. McKeeth, B8he wore great
loops of glistening heads and ribbons, so
thut &8 =he spun gracefully around and

get in a double cross on the out-of-town
goul keepers, The goal In favor twenty
years ugo was a board about slx feet long
and ralsed from the floor only alx Inches.
The rule was to shoot the ball under this
barrler from In front, This was difficult,
however, because a coarse, brutal man wis

mark for ncendlaries, who

__._?._-. -

. walting in front of the crack to hit the gsround there were not a few that noticed

Played Champlon Polo, little ball an awful blow if it came foollk her, Presently, however, an epldemlc of
Omaha used to be almost the champlon Luung  Bo the Omahs team got o ood patastrophe selzed the company, Every
at polo. This almont s a tribute to the 4.,  They would go fooling off With the few minutes some fancy skater would 0y
Blalr skaters, who came down like the ,.., ..4 got away down In the commer up into the alr and land on his teeth
Goths and the Huns and seemed to think pening the goal, while the opposing goal People would see arms fly above the heads

they were playing ninepins. The pride of
Omaha conslsted of Charles Gratton,
of a sedentary turn of life and the Paclfic
Btorage company;: of S8herman Canfield, who

man leaned on his stick supsrciliously and
took & little rest. Then Omaha would knotk
the ball through the. gonl from the back
and n man who had been resting in front

of the skators and then skate wheeals would
flash in the alr. It was like & ploture of
A battle. The best and most experienced
skaters, who never thought of getting dust

now

has hid himself at Bheridan. Wyo.: John o4¢ ine goal keeper woull wuke up and o, thelr fine black couts, went sprawling
Hitcheock, a brother of Gilbert Hitcheooki  umbast the block back aguln between the this night. Nobody conld understand it,
Warren Melphrey, n present-day packing  gog) Keeper's skate wheels, It was a good ‘ml..“ ;,“1,1,-,,11- Mrae McKeeth sald In an
housse man; Harry Maccloon, who I8 A& (rick nrgrieveld volos *Why, 1've broken a
Chicago representative of the IHmnE.- Cen- One of the interesting moments con- string of my beads

:Tnl.\nn;!‘ j‘h:'_ }:l‘rit;lrlnut\.. r!u_m:u.:m \-' or ["::: nected with Omaha roller.polo was a time The old rink used to be gay About twice
. a NEiRn AIRIDEE. ORIHPAN wheti the Omaha rooters got stadled at Val- 5 manth with these fancy dress parties.

game flourished in the winter of 18556 and
the Omaha team play
ring contesta

and over to

the FPhilistines

) ley It seemed more ke houra st the Fometimes the skaters were In masque nnd

vl ten or twalve stir-
They want down to Lincoln time. for a weakened bridge kept them In gometimes In pink cheeks and gold fllings,
Ci nt‘ )l‘ l‘til:lr'r»lnnl br -k:\' up the country all night, so they did not get Bome of the old ekaters would have us be-

' | weil | 4 e

Then they had the out back to town untll noon next day. About jjeve that never sinco have there been pich

e 1 . 3

r fifty fans had gone w o Line w . me cos

slders hers and made a pitiable exhibition md gone down to Lincoln with fine partles und such handsome costumes
the looal team, and coming back In the Also such handsome women. But in this

of them.

They would have been the cham-
plons but for the mistake of playving Binir

special train it was found the bridge west matter It should be remembered thut some

in an unguarded moment or with an un- :‘;n \:'::_:): ::::’lt]&:d n:‘]:p hl::‘lila‘:|:tlr:-lnll1i1'-rf:1) of the I“""-‘ d.[.‘d |l'“‘."<'lllld:“lr '-‘f||lhl: l':{'-";:f
Runrded goal. First they went up to Blalr Shaiind the St ot Natlec o) ;m‘r! 5 niu-r fullli!'-h ln.‘: 'lml:tI _.1‘ "-..r,; '.| 1."»“]‘
with tho ides of making & holy show of - s .x.nd B&Y lu.ll'l & specinl tral e ‘;T.ym.. .r“| j‘:, gl ,“ h]...g the
the ruralites, but they had thelr show re- SouId b AL But nas rhrm. I’rf’am A I: L T""I- In “'i “ll'llﬂ:. ! 8 ,*.II'-"R mllﬂ ::“nlt
turned to them with thanks Then they Valies ‘II.‘. Rt o e : 11.‘: A. decided advantoge ol ‘fz:l llx_ n w .I u
had Binlr down here, and falled to make ’ - I ) feading such u walting for an introduction by saying, as
much of {t. The northerners were large, crowd, elther, and altogether IL wus not he reamsembled s badly  damaged ttle
heavy, brutal men, who did not object sert- o verynice time. skater “Oh, I'm so sorry;: it was most
ously to colllding with the Omaha players, — awkward of me But, you ses, 1 was skat-

who were not particularly heavy set

They Not the Omnly Feature, ing backward.™

“set’”" pretty heavily, at times, however, Polo, however. was far from the only dl- The fancy dress parties always began
But usurlly there was something graceful version of the roller skaters on Capitol formally with & grand march on skates,
done when the Omaha boys, In nlee Blus avenue. Far from it. They enjoyed gome Which must have been a very moving affair
Aannel shirts and red tles and black knee of the most gorgecus funcy dress parties After the formalities and the spectacular

Lrousers camo upon the

shifty plays

and othera of

an explained by Mr

around
Bkaters
tell un the object was not then

floor part, the skaters moved gracefully
the arena 1o the music of the band.

of that time

One of thelr
Robldoux
retred pololsts, was to

and masquerades that ever happened. There
must be Afty people who remember Mrs

the Al McKeeth and her string of beads. This

BOENT TN
LERO,

Robins Came to Omaha During Cold Snap

HEMIN PARK BHOWING THE "‘.ll'.’\._". INQERS OF SPRING” WHILE THE MERCURY SHOWED BELOW!

- 5

wenty Years Ago and Now

AN INCIDENT OF THE RINK-AN AWRKWARD TUMBLE MAKES TROUBLR.

HIGBY

rpeed, as 1t now I8, but grace, Heldom did
they chass frantically around the oval, but
gliding, kept with the beat of the music,
When the band stopped, so did 'the skalors

Women Whé Could Skate.

Some of the women of the old skating
days were exceedingly graceful In the rink
—though of course they could have been
no more so than are the No. 2 AA's and the
military heeled boots of the present. Misses
Nellie Moyer, Grace Shipman and ; Neilia
Bexanuer are rememberad by the frequenters
of the old rink as most graceful skaters.
Walter Morris of the Unlon Pacific was a
good and willlng performer. Warren Hel-
phrey was the great trick skater In those
days, He could do more things on skates
than a beginner<he did them intentionally
and it did not hurt him. ©One of his ac-
complishments was to imitate the novice.
He would do somo work that would surprisne
the uninitiated onlooker. As he would nl-
most fall on his eyebrows and recover him-
self by a marvel of agility people- would be

heard to exclaim: “My prracious, that
awkward fellow will kill himself.*
In those dayvs as In these, a good part

of the sport In the arena came from balt

DOING A SPLIT-A DITFICTLT TRICK,

The funcy boys would
behind and jar the now
him. It was great

ing the beginner
coma rushing up
one's feet from under
sport—for the velerans., One night a small
boy, wicked and aglle as amall boys are,
was having & great deal of amusemont out
of an extreamely luwrge nnd awkward man
who was no skatey He would stand on
his skates and threaten tho boy to the
delight of everyono, and then his skates
would stari off In opposite directions and
he would hit the floor n hlow that would
make it undolate Bometimes the boy
hélped him. At la#t the blg man grew
gavage and without attempting 1o skite
made a wudden running dash at his tor-
monter, For some reason, hoe dd not fall,
and the boy being so astopished did not
start soon enough to get a Mir headwny.
1t was seen Ly ecveryvbody that the boy
war gone, and what the large, irats man
waould do to him, Interested the crowd
very much, The boy saw he could not
get away and  became  desporate. Hea
crouched  suddenly nnd stopped, bracing
himself. The concussion was really won-
dorful, and before the large man had
stopped revolving, he had caused a bulge
I the north end of the rink.

Entertaining Stories for the Litlle People

A Story of Real Life,

VERY pretty lttla story of real

Hie I told by the Washlngton

Post, and #a real in 1t that 1t will

carry muany memories back to

the days of hig red appies and
little red school housos.

A tidy Uttle silver-halred woman in
biack was riding towerd Georgetown in
the front seat of an open car. A hand-
some, blooming matron of 8 or so, carry-

Ing a basket stuffed with good things from
the market, boarded the car and wok &
seatl directly behind her,

The bandsome matron studied the back
of the little "white-haired woman's head
for some time and then moved along to get
a slda view of her face. This apparently
satistied her, for she began to fumble in
her busket, smiling In o roeminiscentlial

way, and Nnally brought out o fne blg,
red apple, which she polighed for halfl o
minute with her allk gloves, Then she
leaned forward and dancod the red apple
in front of the lttle old woman's oyes

“An apple for you, Misa "Liz beth,'” she
sald, laughingly.

white<-halred

i amile, lpoked
of tho
up her

The |Jittie old
turned about with
instant at the features
muatron, and then held
exclalmed:

“Well, 12 1L Jsn't my little Vieginia!™

“Little Vieginia”' nodded her head up
and down delightfully “And the last time
1 gunve vou an apple, Miss "Lig'beth, was In
school In 8T,

"Bo It wan

The old school teachet
smiled at ssch other and three prosperous
griezled wmen who were watching them
smiled wlvo fell to tolking about
the way time does sllp awiy

WO D
for an
handsome

haunds and

and ttn VirFginia

nund then

At Home fh Hot Water.

We should not expecit averyona 1o ha
affected In the simoe way by the same colr-
cumstunces, Uod's creatures are all dif-
ferent and what I8 necesEsury O vne may
kil another

One of the most remarkiable discoveries
In the shape of w pecullur specles of finh
ever mude on this continent was that mads
at Carson Chty, Nev,, In 18516 At that time
both the Hule and Norcross and the Bav-
age mines were down o what Is known as

the "pL200-fool level.” Whan at
a subterrunenn lake of
tapped. This accident fNgoded both mines
W o depth of W0 After this walteg

had all besn pumped ol exaept that which

that depth
boiling water waw

| {LH

gathered In basion and in the Inaccessibile
portions of the works and when the water
etlil had a temperature of 1N degress
nearly msoalding hot—many quear-leaking,
little, blood-red fish were taken out, In
appearunce they soméwhat resembiled the
goldfiah

Thes eemed lively and spordve enpugh
when Lhe were In thelr native cloment
bolling wiler—nothwithatanding the faot
that they did not eve have wdimentary
eves. When the Hali wore taken out of the
hot water and pus Into buckeitn of ecold
waler for whe purpose uf being transporled

to the surface, they died as quickly ne a
perch or a4 bass would iIf plunged into a
kettle of ‘water that wae seulding hot, not
only this, but tha skin peeled. off exactly
o8 If 1t had been bolled

Eveless fish are common cnough in all
subterrancan likes and rivers, but this is

the only case on record of lving fiah being
found In bolling water.
The Little Girl's
“Why, Wless her dear
operator, send this immedintely
“This" wus o telegram, hastlly written
out by the spoaker, who was Viea Preal-
dentselect Falrbanks, Time and place were
Wednosday morning. Novembar 8, in the
beautiful Fairbanks home in Indisnspolis,

Telegram,
Httie heart!

Hars,

Ind. A telegraph instrument and operator
were lnstalled in the library. SBines mid-
night congratulations had been coming In
over the wires, and typewritten yellow
message sheets lay on the floor go thick
that It looked ke the ground of @sforest
the next morning after o hard frost, Many
of the telegrams (rom {mportant people
had not been replied to—it would have

been Impossible to answer all of them, and
few of tho senders oxpecied replies.
“Who Is It from7?* asked some one in
tha group of smiling friends, for surely
that lttle yellow sllp must contain o mes-
sage from o very important person, Indeed,
to win such interest and an immediate
reply

“It's from Miss Clars L.
ville, K¥ answercd Senator
“Here, operator, send this message to her

“*Accapt my hearty Lthanks for your con-
gritulations und the flower you gave me at
Louisville, CHARLES W, FAIRBANKA"

HBHe wias a swoeol Jttle girl about 8
vears old, T think, who gave ma a flower
when 1 Toulsville and hoped I
would be electod And now gends ma
W telegram. Well, well, young America,
girls as well as boys, know everything
kolng on these daye. toking a desp interest
in natlonal affalrs. TUs an intelligent inter-
ton, We grown-ups will have to get
upe pretty enrly In the morning to keop
ahead of the children ' —Little Chrenicle

Frile of Lotls=
Falrbanks,

spoke in

slin

",

-
Calf in School,
A dogen litte hovs and giris
With sun-browned checks and Aaxen curisy
#iood In & row one day at school

And each obeyed the tencher's rule

Hright eyes wore on their open books;

Outrlde the sunny oarchsrd nooks

Hent fragrant oo through ths room

To whisper of the sumimer’s bloom

A busy hum of volees rose

The morning lesson neared ite close,

When "wup, tap. tap’’ upon the floor

Made svery eye turn 1o the doos

A little calf that wandercil by

Had chaneed the « fren there to spy,

And trotted In W Joln the lass

Much to the joy of lnd and lass

Thelr A-B Ab and B-A Ha

1t heard and solemnly A sas

“HBaa! then scdmpered to the grean,

And suve | mhionl hes heen

o boys and girls soon earned 1o spell
I remd and wrlie but who can iell

HHow great that Hitls calf baoams

It may be now & calf of fame!

Or was that “"Haa!" pll that it knew!

I thiak it must Lave been Don't you?
=felected



